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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report provides background information to the discussion with the invited guest on the 

circumstances surrounding Visit London’s move into administration on 1 April 2011 and progress in 

resolving this issue. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee puts questions to Sir Peter Rogers, Mayoral Advisor for 

Regeneration, Growth and Enterprise, and notes the answers given in response. 
 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Economy, Culture and Sport Committee is reviewing the circumstances surrounding Visit 

London’s move into administration on 1 April this year.1  

 

3.2 The Committee held a meeting on 24 May to review the decisions that led to the collapse of Visit 

London and explore how problems related to its pension deficit could be resolved. Guests at the 

meeting included representatives of the Mayor and his new promotional agency, London & Partners, 

as well as Visit London creditors and pension holders. 

 

3.3 London & Partners was created on 1 April to take over the promotional work of Visit London, Think 

London and Study London.2 Its decision not to take on responsibility for the pension liabilities of 39 

staff transferring from Visit London resulted in Visit London going into administration, since it did 

not have the estimated £7-9 million needed to wind-up the pension scheme.3 Members of the 

scheme are now potentially reliant on the Pension Protection Fund.4 

                                                 
1 More information about the investigation and correspondence to date can be found in the following location:  
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/assembly_investigation/visit-london  
2 Think London was responsible for promoting inward investment and Study London was responsible for attracting foreign 
students. 
3 The pension scheme trustees have advised the administrators of Visit London that the pension liabilities have not yet been 
quantified but are likely to be in the range of £7-9 million. 
4 Admission to the Pensions Protection Fund has yet to be approved. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/assembly_investigation/visit-london


        

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 Sir Peter Rogers, Mayoral Adviser for Regeneration, Growth and Enterprise, has been invited to this 

meeting to update the Committee on progress in resolving this issue. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.     

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

None. 
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